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WELCOME TO OUR 8TH EDITION OF THE AIREDALER – A COMMUNITY
NEWSLETTER FOR AIREDALE, FERRY FRYSTON, FRYSTON & TOWNVILLE. 

WE INVITE YOU TO READ ON ABOUT YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY.

OUR NEWSLETTER AIMS TO OFFER YOU THE LATEST NEWS ABOUT
COMMUNITY, EDUCATION AND HEALTH AND WELLBEING.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO GET INVOLVED OR FEATURE IN OUR COMMUNITY
NEWSLETTER, PLEASE CONTACT US VIA: 

THEAIREDALER@GMAIL.COM

mailto:theairedaler@gmail.com
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•Spring – to cover Feb, March & April

•Summer – to cover May – August

•Winter – to cover Sept – Jan

This ties into the school terms so the newsletter can cover
activities happening for families during school holidays.
 
Submission deadlines 2025

•Spring – Monday 31th Jan – Newsletter goes out 17st Feb

•Summer – Monday 30th April – Newsletter goes out 14th May

•Winter – Monday 1st Sept– Newsletter goes out 15th Sept

If you’d like to submit anything for the newsletter, please email into
theairedaler@gmail.com

Thank you ! 02



chloe.smith@coalfields-regen.org.uk

I’m here to help you connect with the support you need.
What I Offer:

I can guide you to health services, housing help, local charities, and other community
resources. My job is to make sure you can easily find the right support for you.

I work with local groups and services to give you the best advice. Whether you need
help with a specific issue or just want to know what’s groups and activities are
available, If you’re not sure where to turn, I’m here to help you find the right place.

If you're feeling isolated or anxious about attending a group or meeting, I can go with
you for that first step. You don’t have to face it alone.

Free Vape starter kits for those 18+ who wish to stop smoking. No catch- all we ask is
that we can contact you 4 weeks after receiving your vape kit to see if you’ve
swapped. 

I’m here to listen, help, and make sure you have what you need to improve your life.
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From The
Editor

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH HEALTHY AND
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES

COMMUNITY CONNECTOR

FREE TO PEOPLE LIVING WITHIN AIREDALE AND FERRY
FRYSTON

As the CRT Community Connector and editor of
The Airedaler, my purpose is simple: to bring

people in Airedale closer to the services, groups,
and support that can make a real difference in their

lives. Made in partnership with the Airedale
Neighbourhood Management Board- this

Newsletter is here to share local stories, highlight
helpful resources, and celebrate the amazing work

happening in our community. Whether you're
looking for support, seeking connection, or just

curious about what's going on locally—The
Airedaler is for you.
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Volunteering
Volunteer, Gain Experience and Earn Rewards!
Citizen Coin – The Home of Volunteering in Wakefield District.

Want to boost your confidence, make a difference, meet new
people, or improve your job prospects? Citizen Coin is
Wakefield’s exciting new platform that connects you to lota of
volunteering opportunities. Volunteer, develop valuable skills,
and earn digital coins that give you discounts at local shops
and businesses!

We aim to support 'The Hut' in the provision of services relevant to community well-being and
cohesion for those living in neighbouring streets and the local area.

 
We meet no more than monthly at The Hut and we are joined by our Councillors and

representatives from Wakefield District Housing (WDH) and Wakefield Coucil.
 

For further information please contact:
 

Email: Thehutfriends@gmail.com

 How It Works (It’s Easy!)
1.Sign Up: Join through the website or app. Visit www.citizencoin.uk or
download the app to create an account get started.
2.Search: Find volunteering activities you’re interested in. If you already
volunteer, check that your organisation is signed up.
3.Earn Coins: Volunteer for activities like helping at local charities,
supporting groups, tree planting, litter picking, and more!
4.Redeem Coins: Use your coins for discounts at local businesses, including
free swims, café deals, and lots of retailer offers.
5.Build Your Social CV: Citizen Coin automatically creates a CV to show off
your volunteering achievements—great for college/job applications or
career progression!



YOUNG
PEOPLE
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YOUNG
PEOPLE
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Skateboarding isn’t just fun—it’s
good for you!

For young people, skateboarding
helps build balance, coordination,
and core strength. It’s a great way
to stay active, boost confidence,
and reduce stress. Plus, it
encourages creativity and social
connection. Come check out the
pop-up skate sessions local to you
—all skill levels welcome!
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YOUNG PEOPLE
Skate It Yourself is a community-focused skateboarding
initiative based in West Yorkshire, dedicated to
promoting skate culture through events, lessons, and a
skatepark aimed at benefiting the wider community. 

At The Hut Youth Club in Airedale, Skate It Yourself
offers pop-up skate sessions every Tuesday and
Thursday, providing a welcoming environment for
young people to learn and enjoy skateboarding. These
sessions are designed for all skill levels, offering a
chance to develop balance, coordination, and
confidence. Whether you're a beginner or looking to
improve your skills, these sessions are a great way to
get active and have fun. 



Mark your calendars for a fantastic day out
in the heart of Airedale! The Airedale
Management Board is hosting the Summer
Fun Day on Wednesday 6th August at The
Green Park—and it’s set to be a brilliant
event for the whole family. 

Expect a fun-filled day packed with bouncy
castles, fairground rides, face painting, free
activities, live entertainment, and a great
selection of market stalls and tasty food.
Plus, there will be a variety of health and
wellbeing stalls offering support and
advice.

Don’t miss this chance to enjoy the summer,
connect with your community, and make
some great memories!

Don’t miss it! 08

SUMMER EVENTS

Come along to the Fryston Gala on Saturday 14th
June at the Fryston Welfare Club in Airedale for a
great family day out! There’ll be a DJ, live
entertainment, a can bar, ice cream van, and even
reptiles to see.

You can also enjoy craft stalls and lots more fun
activities for all ages. It’s a brilliant way to spend
the day with family, friends, and the community.



ADULTS
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Spectrum People at the
Tieve Tara Centre offer a
variety of craft and
support groups in a
welcoming, creative
space. It’s a great place to
connect, unwind, and find
support in the heart of the
community.

Spectrum People:
What’s on?
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Mondays
-Rhyme Time (9:30-10am)- stories and songs for under 5s and their grown ups
-Book club (first Monday of the month at 10:30am-12pm)- meet with our friendly 
     group to discuss great books
 
Tuesdays
-Sewing Bee (10:30am-12:30pm)- our sewing group, with some machines provided. Please
note it is not meeting during the summer holidays and will return on a yet to be decided date
in September
-Coffee Morning 10:30-12
 
Wednesdays
-Rhyme Time (9:30-10am)- stories and songs for under 5s and their grown ups
-Knit and Natter (11am-1pm)- Bring along you latest knitting or crochet projects and have a
natter with friends

Airedale Library:
What’s on?
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Friday
-Diamond Art Club (10am-
1pm)- create beautiful art and
make great friends
 
Saturdays
-Lego Club (9:30am-12pm)-
come and see what you can
make and do with Lego
-Active Minds (10am-12pm)-
Join us for non-competitive
quizzes, puzzles and
refreshments



“I have published two previous books, Tieve Tara and The English Doctor, each of which
had
a strong themes throughout. In 2021, I decided to write a third book, with no theme
whatsoever. It would be a collection of essays and reflections about diverse areas of my
thoughts and experiences. I would be free to write about anything whatsoever. This
freedom would be in addition to the freedom experienced by self-publishing.
When I got wrote the chapter on social class - “Bridging the Divide, I realised that the theme
throughout was friendship. I wrote the chapter on friendship last. The chapter - “Politics
and friendship intertwined” covers my involvement with the Social Democratic Party in
Airedale in the early 1980s and more.”

Local author and former GP Richard Sloan shares heartfelt
reflections on friendship, community, and his life’s journey
through his years in Airedale. His book offers a personal look
into his career and the people who shaped it. You can borrow
it from Airedale Library or purchase it on Amazon, with a
Kindle edition also available.
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“It is a collection of my thoughts and experiences that have the thread of
friendship throughout in my opinion. The reader might find other threads
that I have not mentioned.
The book was published in 2024 and is available from Amazon as a
hardback or Kindle edition. Also available from other booksellers. All
profits are donated to charity.”

LOCAL AUTHOR 



 
We work with Health Authorities, Coalfield Regeneration Trust, Spectrum People Local Schools, Local Doctors
Surgeries, Yorkshire Sport, West Yorkshire Police, Methodist Homes for the Aged. and many other community
groups in our area.
 
We are really pleased to work alongside our three Local Councillors Wakefield District Council and Wakefield
District Housing.
 
The Board is made up 8 Community members and up to 21 associate members from the groups and agencies
that we work with. Over the years we have spearheaded many initiatives in our area that have brought much
needed facilities and avenues of help to our community and its residents.
 
Each year we organise our Annual Fun-day on the Green Park and the Annual Christmas Lights switch on at the
Airedale library. Alongside this we have the lease on the Airedale Library Café which we use for networking
events, space where other groups and agencies can use for community activities and workshops. We also run
the Airedale Foodbank where we provide food and household goods by referrals to people of the Airedale area.
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ANHM

 
The Board is a volunteer community group run by the
community for the community. It has been running in
our area for nearly 16yrs and has been instrumental in
bringing many services to our area.

 
Airedale Methodist Church is situated on the corner of Elizabeth Drive and Fryston Road. It has been
a worshiping community church for 101 years and has always provided space for activities that can
be used by the community. Our worshiping space is open every Sunday morning for worship at 10-
30am and all are welcome.
 
We also have a spring, Summer and Christmas Fayre each year along with many activities throughout
the year.
 
Monday

Boys Brigade: at 6pm for ages 4yrs to 18yrs.
Tai chi: at 10:30am. 
Lunch club: 12 Noon

Tuesday 
Girls Brigade: at 6pm aimed at ages 4yrs to 18yrs.
Young at heart Exercise Group at 1-30pm.

Wednesday
I dance Academy at 5pm.
Lunch club: 12 Noon

Thursday 
Choir at 7pm.

Friday 
Slimming World at 7am.

Airedale Methodist Church

AIREDALE NEIGHBOURHOOD MANAGEMENT
BOARD

We as a church run the following activities for the community.



The Coalfield
Regeneration Trust 
What is CRT Engage?

CRT Engage is our health,
skills and jobs programme.
Our teams work with you to
help you achieve your goals.
You can sign up to CRT Engage
through our website or other
local organisations.
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What is CRT Game On?

CRT Game On uses the power of
sport to change lives for the
better in former coalfield
communities. 

Your local coach

Our free sessions
allow everyone to
get involved, get
active and learn
new skills.



philippa.priestley@coalfields-regen.org.uk

Nourish and Thrive: Discover how to create tasty, low-cost meals using a slow cooker
in this hands-on cooking session. We’ll cover the essentials of food hygiene and

safety, explore the basics of carbohydrates, proteins, and fats, and guide you through
simple, effective meal planning techniques.

Every participant will receive a FREE slow cooker to take home!
 You’ll also get information on how to access further learning opportunities, including

accredited and non-accredited courses like Basic Food Hygiene and COSHH—plus
more.

Nourish and Discover: A free monthly cooking session and lunch club where
participants come together to explore global cuisines and cultures- one dish at a time.
Each month offers a hands-on experience creating and sharing a meal from a different

part of the world. This month, we're heading to Mexico!

Contact below to book on- booking mandatory!

FREE COOKING
SESSIONS

helen.ogg@coalfields-regen.org.uk
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Are you bored? Looking for something
to do now that the nights are lighter? 

If you are aged between 11-18 years old
why not come along to The Hut,
Kershaw Avenue, Airedale, Castleford
WF10 3ES on Friday evenings and play
Football 5ives.

Starts 6pm till 8pm.
It's free! Just come along and play 

MOVING MORE

In Castleford, SURGE BOXFIT sessions are
held at the Glasshoughton Centre every
Thursday at 6:00 PM. These classes are open
to all, providing a welcoming environment for
both beginners and those looking to enhance
their fitness journey. 

Participants can expect a supportive
atmosphere, expert guidance from Vicky and
a community-focused approach to fitness.

The Airedale Kickboxing Academy offers
dynamic martial arts training for all ages and
skill levels. Their sessions at The Hut Youth
Club in Castleford are held every Tuesday at
6:00 PM. These classes provide a
supportive environment where participants
can learn kickboxing techniques, improve
fitness, and build confidence.

18
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LOCAL FUNDING

Ferry Fryston Community Hub are now part of the Good Things Foundation National
Databank, we can offer free SIM cards to adults who cannot afford to access the internet.
Residents will normally receive data for up to 6 months
 
To be eligible to receive data from the National Databank, you must:

Be 18+ years old
And being from a low-income household
And qualify in one or several of the following statements:
Has no access or insufficient access to the internet at home
AND/OR has no or insufficient access to the internet when away from the home
AND/OR cannot afford their existing monthly contract or top-up
Claiming a means-tested benefit, Pension Credit, Universal Credit etc. (proof required)
Only one SIM per household
SIMS will be distributed from Ferry Fryston Community Hub

 
3 Fairfield Close, Ferry Fryston Castleford WF10 2PD
Mondays 1pm-3pm
Fridays 4.15pm-6-15pm
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COMMUNITY



 
Work to transform the run-down playground

began at the end of January, after consulting with
local residents on how best to improve the area.

 
The play area has now been transformed. The old

play area has been replaced with challenging
equipment suitable for both younger children and
junior school-aged children. It has also benefitted

from new swings, multi play units with slides, a
basket swing as well as rocking and spinning

features.
 

A new safety surface is in place as well as a
central pathway linking both access points.

There's also new bins, signage and safety gates.
 

Street Scene Project Officers supported your
Ward 2 Councillors Jackie Ferguson, Kathryn

Scott and Les Shaw to secure funding from their
Local Capital Grants programme which sees

monies allocated, annually, to each of the
Council's 21 wards to fund projects that will

improve the lives of residents

We three Labour Councillors are delighted that the Play Area at
Dunderdale has re-opened after a major upgrade that we have
been able to support with our funding and support from local

community engagement officers Jo and Lauren too.
 

Dunderdale Rec play area in Airedale was officially reopened,
following a £100,000 upgrade.  Now everyone can come along

and enjoy the playground!

COUNCILLOR JACKIE FERGUSON, AIREDALE, FERRY FRYSTON, FRYSTON &
TOWNVILLE

AIREDALE’S NEW PARK!
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